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Aims of Induction Days

ÅWelcome you to our community
ÅIntroduce you to people, buildings, and facilities
ÅEstablish shared values and aspirations
ÅEstablish some shared expectations
ÅOutline degree programmes
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Audience Participation Warning!

https://www.menti.com/alyap4m9sepa

ÅUse your device to join our 
mentimeter session
ÅAll responses are anonymous
ÅPlease join in
ÅShare what you feel you can
ÅKeep it respectful
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PGR Support Team  +

Dave Armstrong 
DGS (admissions)

Safa Najjar 
Education Support

Sharmaine Ijada 
Education Support

Angus Wilkinson
DGS (on-course)

Yiming Xu
JCCG

Ollie Thomas
JCCG
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Research Degrees in Materials

ÅDPhil (PhD) 3.5 years
ÅMSc by Research 2 years
ÅFour CDT programs that lead to DPhil
ÅFusion Power
ÅMaterials 4.0
ÅInorganic Materials Manufacturing - IMAT 

(led by chemistry)
ÅSuperconductivity 

(led by Physics) 
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What is Research?
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What is Research?

UNESCO: "Any creative systematic activity undertaken in order to increase 

the stock of knowledge, including knowledge of man, culture and society, 
and the use of this knowledge to devise new applications."
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Why is research important?
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awarded your research degree?
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Need to change medieval rabbit?
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Criteria for awarding a DPhil

Åthe candidate possesses a good knowledge of the 
particular field of learning within which the subject of 
the thesis falls
Åthe candidate has made a significant and substantial 

contribution in the particular field of learning within 
which the subject of the thesis falls
Åthe thesis is presented in a lucid and scholarly manner
Åin their opinion, the thesis merits the degree of Doctor 

of Philosophy
Åthe candidate has presented a satisfactory abstract of 

the thesis

The examiners must be satisfied that:
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Criteria for awarding a MSc(Res)

Åthe candidate possesses a good knowledge of the 
particular field of learning within which the subject 
of the thesis falls
ÅThe candidate has shown competence in 

investigating  the chosen topic
Åthe candidate has made a worthwhile contribution 

in the particular field of learning within which the 
subject of the thesis falls
Åthe thesis is presented in a lucid and scholarly 

manner
Åin their opinion, the thesis merits the degree of 

Master of Science by Research

The examiners must be satisfied that:
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How do we keep you on track? 
ÅNext session will look at progress checks to 

support you getting to and through the final exam
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Milestones & 
Progression
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Timeline for a DPhil
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Timeline for Masters by Research
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Timeline for Year 1
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Transfer of Status
ÅAll graduate research students are admitted to 

Oxford as a Probationer Research Student (PRS)
ÅTransfer of Status is a progress check after which 

your status changes to Postgraduate Researcher 
(PGR)
ÅTransfer of Status is best viewed as a chance for 

independent constructive feedback on your 
project and progress with it

We have just changed our process for 
Transfer of Status (advice for other year 
groups might not be correct)
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Purpose of Transfer

Åthe scope and significance of your project
Åyour knowledge of the existing literature
Åthe new science and research questions
Åidentified training and engagement with it
Åyour ability to express the key scientific concepts
Åany research progress you have made to date

Åtraining in transferable skills for researchers

Transfer is designed to check:
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Components of Assessment

Research 
Integrity 
Training

Skills Training 
Portfolio

Research 
Project 
Report

Interview
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Research Integrity Training

ÅAll researchers should consider how their work 
might affect others (collaborators, wider research 
community, society more generally)
ÅResearchers have responsibilities
ÅMust understand good practice vs misconduct
ÅLegal responsibilities vs ethical imperatives 

ÅResearch Integrity: Introductory Core Course 2.0 
Must complete and achieve a score of at least 80% 

òŸƨШĦŸƨũĬШŊĲƣШŸŰШƽŔƣőШƣőŔƚШƚƣƖċŔŊőƣШċƽċǃв
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Skills Training Portfolio
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Skills Training Portfolio

More on this 
after the break!

Very helpful to hear what you think would be 
useful and interesting т we will always listen 

to good ideas
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Research Project Report

ÅxŔƣĲƖċƣƨƖĲШÅĲƻŔĲƽШыӅΝЯΡΜΜШƽŸƖĬƚь
ÅNew Science т ÅĲƚĲċƖĦőШÄƨĲƚƣŔŸŰƚШыӅΝЯΜΜΜШƽŸƖĬƚь
ÅÑƖċŔŰŔŰŊШѼШÂƖŸŊƖĲƚƚШыӅΝЯΜΜΜШƽŸƖĬƚь
ÅProject Management & Planning (1 page + Gantt 

chart)

ÅConvince us (and yourself) that you have a project 
that is impactful and achievable, and that you are 
engaging with it

Reports due in before 31st August 2026
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Interview


