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Oxford University Innovations (OUI)
Who we are

• https://innovation.ox.ac.uk/about/people/chu-chim/

• Beyond learning and teaching: what can Oxford do for Society at large from its 
research outcomes?

• OUI is company 100% owned by the University of Oxford

• We are Intellectual Property (IP) 
• Protecting, developing and exploiting IP 

• We are Technology Transfer: Providing a business service to University of Oxford 

• Handles Intellectual Property (Patents, Know-how) 
• Licences to Industry 
• Creates Spin-out companies
• Facilitates Proof of Concept technology development
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What is Intellectual Property? 

• What is IP? 

• Published and protected: Patents, trademarks, drawings, design rights…

• Keep as trade secrets: Know-how comprising recipes/formulae/data, process 
specs, test specs, models/simulations, customer lists, supplier lists…

• Who creates IP? 

• Research team members singularly or collectively

• Principal Investigators and DPhil Students; many examples in Mat Dept

• What does IP look like? 

• An example patent as used in Space Satellite follows….

• How useful is IP to the Developer and the End-user?

• Technology Readiness Level: TRL definitions follows….
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Example IP: A USA Granted Patent 
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Oxford University Innovations (OUI)
What we do

• Exploit the IP and underpinning technology

• License the patents/know-how to a third party able/willing to exploit the IP

• eg. Honeywell – Northrop Grumman (Cryocoolers for Space Satellite Instruments)    

• Mature the TRL

• Make the IP/technology more attractive for adoption by industry: Further research to 

embody the IP/technology as demonstrations

• Improve the IP/technology under a development programme as a Proof of Concept 

• Make Impact: Make new Oxford technologies work for society 

• Add value:  Collaborating with Industry Partners

• Business/Industry Engagement is vital  
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Technology Readiness Level
Original Definition from NASA
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Technology Readiness Level
How it fits into Industry
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Examples of Intellectual Property: 
Chemistry Dept

• Dendrimer Sensors: Arborescent Ltd 

• Dendrimer/OLED  Displays: Sumitomo Corp 
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Examples of Intellectual Property: 
Materials Dept

• Graphene, Carbon Nanotubes, CVD Probe 

• Buckyballs

• 3D Atom Probe
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Examples of Intellectual Property: 
Engineering Dept

• Crycoolers for Space. Next is a very cold 7 K cryocooler for cooling the JW mid-infrared detector 

• 19 Satellites so far JW is the James Webb Space Telescope: Northrop 

Grumman. Launch due now in 2021, NASA’s James 

Webb Space Telescope - “the most powerful infrared space

telescope ever built and will observe the most distant 

objects in the universe, provide images of the first 

galaxies formed, and study unexplored planets around 

distant stars”
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THANK YOU

www.innovation.ox.ac.uk

twitter.com/OxUInnovation

linkedin.com/company/oxford-university-innovation


